
LEADING PRACTICES IN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
Spring 2015 Graduate Planning Studio 

 
DESCRIPTION 
Does public input matter when establishing and advancing government policy?  
Who is the “public” anyway?  What are the best ways to engage residents and 
businesses in policy-making and regional planning?  Does interaction need to 
be in person or is electronic communication/social media just as good or 
better?  What are the leading practices being used in New Jersey and around 
the United States to solicit input and shape public policy, community planning 
and project design?  These are just some of the questions to be explored as part 
of this semester-long graduate planning studio.  
 
The North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) will be the client 
for the studio.  NJTPA is the federally authorized Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for 6.6 million people in the 13-county northern New Jersey 
region. Each year, the NJTPA oversees the programming of more than $2 billion 
in transportation improvement projects and provides a forum for interagency 
cooperation and public input. It also sponsors and conducts studies, assists 
county planning agencies and monitors compliance with national air quality 
goals.   
 
Students enrolled in this course will: 

• Conduct research on the current state of practice related to public 
participation and engagement in the United States and prepare case-
studies on promising and successful strategies and techniques; 

• Investigate innovative methods, including pioneering technologies; 
• Engage in hand-on application of leading practices;  
• Assist with the public involvement activities being conducted as part of 

the Together North Jersey regional planning initiative; and  
• Develop recommendations that will inform future updates of NJTPA’s 

federally-mandated public participation plan. 
 

INSTRUCTORS 
Jon Carnegie, AICP/PP, Executive Director, Alan M. Voorhees Transportation 
Center, Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey 
Mary K Murphy, AICP/PP, Executive Director, North Jersey Transportation 
Planning Authority, Inc.  


